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 I. Introduction 

1. The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Steering 
Committee on Education for Sustainable Development, at its first meeting (13–14 
December 2005), elected its Bureau and entrusted it with various substantive tasks. The 
Steering Committee, after completion of the first phase of the implementation of the 
UNECE Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), again held an election 
of officers for the Bureau at its third meeting. The Bureau serves as an intermediate 
implementing body between the Committee’s meetings and reports on its work to the 
Steering Committee. The Bureau held its eighth meeting in Geneva on 9 December 2010. 

 A. Attendance 

2. The meeting was attended by six members of the Bureau: Ms. Gayane Poghosyan 
(for Ara Avetisyan, Armenia); Ms. Carolee Buckler (for Mr. Gerald Farthing, Canada); 
Mr. Andreas Karamanos (Greece; Chair); Mr. Paolo Soprano (Italy); Ms. Jyldyz 
Duishenova (Kyrgyztan; Vice Chair) and Mr. Jan Peter Stromsheim (Norway). 
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3. Representatives of the European Eco-Forum and of Environment and School 
Initiatives (ENSI) attended the meeting as observers.  

 B. Organizational matters 

4. The Chair opened the meeting. He underlined that the main goal of the meeting was 
to prepare the sixth meeting of the Steering Committee, to be held in Geneva from 7 to 
8 April 2011.  

5. The Chair outlined the main objectives in preparing for the Steering Committee 
meeting, which were to consider the draft workplan for the implementation of phase III of 
the UNECE Strategy on ESD, the draft outcome document of the Expert Group on 
Competences, the status of national reporting and the promotion of the Strategy on ESD at 
the seventh “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference in 2011, as well as during 
the preparatory process of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, to 
be held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012 (Rio+20).  

 C. Adoption of the agenda 

6. The Bureau adopted the agenda for the meeting as set out in the informal document 
SC-ESD/BUREAU/2010/1. 

 II. Relevant international events for promoting Education for 
Sustainable Development 

7. The Deputy Director of the UNECE Environment, Housing and Land Management 
Division provided information about the seventh “Environment for Europe” Ministerial 
Conference, to be held in Astana from 21 to 23 September 2011. 

8. As for the format of promoting ESD at the Ministerial Conference in Astana, the 
Deputy Director pointed out two options. First, an intervention on education and on ESD in 
particular could be organized at a round table discussion on greening the economy. Second, 
a side event on ESD could be held.  

9. In addition, ESD could be reflected in the thematic substantive document on ESD 
and greening the economy, which would be prepared by the UNECE secretariat for the 
Ministerial Conference in Astana.  

10. The secretariat proposed to also include a multi-stakeholder panel discussion on 
ESD and greening the economy in the agenda of the sixth meeting of the Steering 
Committee, and presented a concept note for such a panel discussion (informal document 
ECE/SC-ESD/Bureau-2010/7).  

11. Mr. Soprano, Vice-Chair of the Bureau for the preparatory process of Rio+20, 
highlighted that it would be of importance to identify linkages and create synergies between 
the UNECE Strategy on ESD, the Ministerial Conference in Astana and Rio+20. The 
central role of education in general and of ESD in particular in shifting to a green economy 
should be addressed. 

12. Mr. Soprano suggested that a panel discussion at the sixth Steering Committee 
Meeting could focus on creating clear and effective linkages between the Strategy and the 
upcoming international events. The UNECE secretariat could prepare a background paper 
on the potential and value of ESD for shifting to a green economy, in particular focusing on 
the role of ESD for changing consumer behaviour.  
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13. The Bureau agreed to include a multi-stakeholder panel discussion in the agenda of 
the sixth meeting of the Steering Committee on ESD and its role in shifting to a green 
economy, and requested the secretariat to prepare a background document to facilitate the 
discussion. 

 III. Preparations for the sixth meeting of the Steering Committee 
on Education for Sustainable Development 

 A. Provisional agenda for the meeting 

14. The Bureau approved the agenda for the sixth Steering Committee meeting, as set 
out in the informal document SC-ESD/Bureau/2010/2. 

 B. Competences in education for sustainable development 

15. The Bureau expressed its appreciation for the work of the Expert Group on 
Competences in Education for Sustainable Development. It brought forward the following 
suggestions for the final meeting of the Expert Group: (a) to restructure its outcome 
document so that recommendations for policymakers were presented first and competences 
for educators second; and (b) to emphasize the importance of ESD in the introduction of 
that document. 

16. The Bureau suggested that in addition to the outcome document, a guidance, e.g., in 
the form of a toolkit, could be produced to support the implementation of the findings 
presented therein. Moreover, it was noted that the drafting of such a toolkit might require an 
extension of the mandate of the Expert Group. 

17. With regard to promoting educator competences in the future, contact with the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development could be established in order to 
discuss the potential role of competences for the Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA), and in particular for the upcoming PISA assessment cycle in 2012.  

 C. Reporting on progress in implementing the Strategy 

18. The secretariat presented the status of the first mandatory reporting on progress in 
implementing the Strategy on ESD during phase II (2008–2010), as presented in the 
informal document SC-ESD/Bureau/2010/4.  

19. To date, 27 national implementation reports had been submitted to the secretariat, 
and 9 additional countries had made pledges to submit the report in the following weeks. 

20. The Bureau considered the information provided and agreed that a reminder letter 
should be sent to those countries that had not yet responded to the call for national 
implementation reports. 

 D. Workplan for phase III of the Strategy on Education for  
Sustainable Development 

21. The Chair expressed his appreciation to the secretariat for preparing the draft 
workplan for phase III of the Strategy on ESD and presented the document. The Bureau 
considered the information provided and made the following proposals: (a) the workplan 
should still include provisions to facilitate the finalization of national action plans after 
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2010; (b) the timeline for implementation should be further specified once information 
concerning dates of activities was available; (c) concerning chapter B of the workplan, the 
Live & Learn Network of the European Training Foundation should be mentioned as an 
important partner for cooperation; and (d) the importance of supporting Open Education 
Resources (OER) on ESD, i.e., educational materials offered free of charge, should be 
mentioned.  

22. The secretariat invited the Bureau to provide further comments and suggestions for 
the workplan until the end of January 2011. 

 IV. Resource requirements for the implementation of phase III of 
the Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development 

23. The secretariat presented the financial requirements for the implementation of phase 
III, expressed deep gratitude for the contributions received and stressed that since there was 
no regular budget for ESD, the need for further fund-raising would continue. In addition, 
since the Government of Germany was providing a Junior Professional Officer for 2011 to 
the UNECE Strategy on ESD, the costs of personnel would be significantly lower than 
indicated in the budget. It should be strongly stressed that the implementation of activities, 
e.g., workshops, in phase III would depend crucially on the availability of resources in the 
budget.  

24. The Bureau suggested that the Secretariat should also enquire if private foundations 
could support the implementation of the Strategy in phase III. Moreover, it proposed that 
fund-raising letters should be sent to States as early as spring 2011. 

 V. Schedule of future meetings 

25 The Bureau agreed to hold a meeting in November 2011 to prepare the seventh 
Steering Committee Meeting. In addition, a Bureau meeting could be held back to back 
with the sixth Steering Committee Meeting, e.g., during the lunch break on 7 or 8 April 
2011.  

26. The Chair asked the secretariat to follow up on the decisions and proposals of the 
meeting, thanked the participants as well as the secretariat and closed the meeting. 
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